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A complete and detailed description of the research
related to dating carried out in ltaly since 1970 is not
possible here given the limitations of space and time.
Despite the fact that we have restricted the vast range of
studies to those datings which concern the geclogy of
the late Quaternary and omitted those studies related to
archeological questions - the two categories we know as
hardly distinguishable - this bibliography has been
necessarily abridged. Consequently, this article
proposes an "explanatory catalogue®, that is, a brief
survey of the main geological chronologies in existence,
based on the same criteria adopted in compiling the
bibliography.

With the exception of a few datings carried out in
laboratories abroad, the existing geological chronologies
are the work of three ltalian laboratories operating since
1970:

1) Radiocarbon Dating Laboratory, University of
Rome: the laboratory has operated without interruption
since its establishment in the early 1950's, providing the
majority of datings in the fields of geology, archeology,
and history. The laboratory is also part of the "Centro di
Studio per la Geocronologia e Geochimica delle
Formazioni Recenti", C.N.R., Roma.

2) Florence Radiocarbon Dating Laboratory:
sponsored by the C.N.R., this laboratory operated from
1970 to 1979 mainly for the purpose of dating in the fields
of archeology and history. :

3) Radiocarbon Laboratory of the Centre of Applied
Research and Documentation in Udine (CRAD): this
laboratory has been in operation since 1977 and the
dating carried out there is mainly of a geological nature.

It may be useful to keep in mind the following points
when consulting the bibliography. It has been organized
so as to include: 1) lists of datings published in
"Radiocarbon”, often annually, by researchers from the
three laboratories mentioned above. As is known, each
of these lists is a summary of datings of which only a few
will be mentioned and discussed here; b) papers on
single groups of geological or geological/archeological
datings published jointly by researchers in the above
laboratories and researchers who proposed the studies;
c) selection of the most significant papers in which
datings published previously are taken into consideration
for further discussion; d) for a more comprehensive view
of the research conducted in the Rome Laboratory, we
have included the report on the activities of the Centro di
Studio per la Geocronologia e la Geochimica delle
Formazioni Recenti - "Datazioni con il metodo del
Carbonio-14" (C.N.R.), relative to the period between
1977 and 1985. In fact, this is a series of reports that
may be easily obtained upon request to the laboratory.

In constructing what we have defined as an
"explanatory catalogue”,; classification based on the type
of dated formations and related problems was preferred
rather than a subdivision according to regions. For those

who are interested in information on dating prior to 1970,
we suggest consultation of the article by ALESSIO & Al
(1970) in "Quaternaria”. It deals extensively with the
activities of the Rome laboratory, as do the two lists of
datings made at the Laboratorio di Geologia Nucleare of
C.N.E.N. (Comitato Nazionale Energia Nucleare; National
Nuclear Energy Committee) in Pisa, which was quite
active in the field of 14C dating from 1959 to 1961
(FERRARA & Al, 1959; 1961).

In conclusion, we would like to mention Volume
40(1)(1985) of the "Rendiconti della Societa ltaliana di
Mineralogia e Petrografia”. It is entirely dedicated to the
"Mesting on Radiometric Chronology in ltaly; results and
problems” held in Milan on May 26th, 1984. This is an
essantial tool for a summary of the state of radiometric
geochronology in ltaly up to 1983-1984.
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