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PERIGLACIAL GEOMORPHOLOGY
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Only in recent years has periglacial morphogenesis
been examined in terms of its importance in the evolution
of the ltalian landscape during Quaternary. An ever-
increasing number of studies has demonstrated the role
played by frost phenomena in the genesis of character-
istic landforms and stratified slope-waste deposits.

These deposits are often of large dimensions and
reveal a wide geographical distribution especially in
areas with significant outcrops of limestone and marly
limestone. :

Some studies have also reported the presence of
cryoturbation forms in alluvial deposits of the Quaternary
time.

Research carried out in the Alpine zone has
demonstrated the occurrence of periglacial forms, and
particularly of rock-glaciers. Some of the latter are still
active, but most are related to late Wiirmian or Late-
glacial climatic phases.

Several studies have also dedicated much attention
to loess deposits found in different localities in northern
and central ltaly, as well as to their genetic interpreta-
tion, and their importance in Quaternary stratigraphy.
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