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SLOPE GEOMORPHOLOGY
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The geomorphological study of slopes is of great
importance for an understanding of Quaternary. By
* analyzing the forms and processes related to slopes and
interpreting them genetically and chronologically, it is
possible to obtain information on recent geological and
geomorphological evolution.

The contribution of ltalian researchers to this field of
study is a considerable one. Some of the first studies
appeared in the late 1970's and they may be divided into
three general groups.

In the first group we find works dealing with
correlations between the geometry and the geomorphol-
ogical evolution of slopes and which consider the role
played by morphodynamic conditions (e.g., climate) and
by geological and tectonic characteristics of bedrock.

Works in the second group report on slope deposits
formed during the cold phases of the Pleistocene, their
geographical distribution, and genetic mechanisms.

In the final group we find studies regarding gravita-
tional slope phenomena. Particular attention has been
given to larger-scale phenomena of this nature, to their
genesis, and their evolution. Such phenomena were
found to be characterized by periodical renewals of
activity, induced by critical events (seismic or
metereological). .
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