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Palaeobotanical publications in ltaly in the past
sixteen years have mainly been concerned with
palaeobotany or archaeobotany, i.e., the study of plant
remains linked to prehistoric and historic human life (e.g.,
seeds, fruits, charred wood, wooden objects, wooden
structures).

There have been new developments in palaeoethno-
botany in ltaly owing to the work carried out by small
group of researchers. The developments were probably
stimulated mainly by the increasing demand for
archaecbotanical contributions in archaeological exca-
vations on the part of archaeologists. More stimulation
emerged from an international meeting on the occasion of
the "7th International Congress of Prehistory and
Protohistory” held in Prague in 1966. During the
congress, a small group of palaecbotanists promoted the
constitution of an International Working Group for

Palaecethnobotany (IWGP) in order to organize -

periodical symposiums on this field of research. The
palaeobotanists who founded the IWGF include M. HoPF,
K.E. BEHRE (West Germany), K. WASYLIKOWA (Poland), Z.
TEMPIR, E. OPRAVIL (Czechoslovakia), J. SCHULTZE-MOTEL
(East Germany), and M. FOLLIER! (ltaly).

Among the subjects investigated since 1970 we find
the origin of neolithic agriculture in ltaly and its evolution
through the Bronze Age to historical times. The earliest
evidence of cereals in southern ltaly is dated as more
than 7000 years B.P.

Contributions to anthracological studies have
sometimes furnished local or regional palaeoecological
situations through palaeovegetational reconstructions.
Sometimes they have given sacrificial meanings of
archaeological structures.

A new branch of xylological studies is that of
wooden culture typology of the wooden objects dating
from the Bronze Age.

Among other palaeobotanical studies on Quaternary
are the first water-fern of the genus Azolla found in ltaly
and the reconstruction of flora and vegetation of a few
interstadials of the last glaciation in the Latium region
based on fossil leaves and the pollen record.

Some Mediterranean features of flora in Italy during
its evolution since the Cretaceous are reported in a brief

paper.
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