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GLACIAL GEOLOGY
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Studies on glacial geology over the past fifteen
years in ltaly have dealt with different areas and issues.

1) End moraine systems (morainic amphitheaters)
and fluvioglacial terraces have been studied at the
southern border of the Alps. After previous research by
NANGERONI, RIVA, VECCHIA, and VENZO on the IMaggiore
Lake, Adda, Oglio, and Garda amphitheaters, PETRUCCI
(1970), Boni & Al. (1972), CARRARO & Al. (1975), CARRARO
& PETRuUCCI (1977), and VENZO (1977) have described and
mapped the Rivoli-Avigliana, Iseo Lake, Ivrea, Taglia-
mento, and Piave ampbhitheaters.

The stratigraphy of glacial sediments has undergone
revision through the use of paleopedology, prehistoric
archeology, and geochronometric dating and a more
complex pattern than the one previously admitted has
been recognized. Pliocene glaciomarine sediments have
been reported by CARRARO & Al. (1974), BARBIER! & Al.
(1974), and CoRsELLI & Al. (1985). Multiple Pleistocene
glaciations have been identified and described by the
GRUPPO DI STUDIO DEL QUATER-NARIO PADANG (1978),
OROMBELLI (1979), PELLEGRINI (1979), BILLARD & Al
(1982), and CREMASCH! & Al (1983; 1985). The
stratigraphy of the last glaciation has been studied by
CHARRIER & PERETTI (1975), CASADORO & Al. (1976),
ALESSIO & Al. (1978; 1982), OROMBELLI (1984), SAURO &
Al. (1984), and SORBINI & Al. (1984).

Related studies have been carried out on the loess
cover in the Po plain and surrounding mountains
(OROMBELLI, 1970; CREMASCHI, 1979a, 1979b, 1984;
CREMASCHI & LANZINGER, 1983; FORNO, 1979; BIANCOTTI &
CORTEMIGLIA, 1981).

In addition, OROMBELLI & GNACCOLINI (19783, 1978b)
have developed sedimentological studies on glacial, ice-
contact, and fluvioglacial deposits.

2) Glacial deposits related mainly to the last
glaciation have been studied in the Prealps and in
intermontane basins in the Alps by CASTIGLIONI &
TREVISAN (1973), CASTIGLION! (1978), CARRARO & SAURO,
(1979), PeTRucc! & Al (1982), and BinI (1984). The
glacial origin of the great south-Alpine lakes is discussed
on the basis of new geological data and hypotheses by
BiNI & Al. (1978) and NANGERONI (1980).

3) Studies on Late-glacial and Holocene glacial
deposits in the upper valleys of the ltalian Alps have
been carried out by VENzO (1971), TESSARI (1973),
PANizzA & CARTON (1976), CARTON (1979), CARTON &
PANIZzA (1983), OROMBELL! & PORTER (1982; 1983),
PORTER & OROMBELLI (1982; 1985), SMIRAGLIA & CATASTA
(1984), OROMBELLI & PELFINI (1985), GRUPPO NAZIONALE
C.N.R. GEOGRAFIA FisICA - GEOMORFOLOGIA (1985), and
many are in progress at present.

4) Studies on glacial sediments and their forms in
the more elevated areas of the Apennines have been
pursued by BOENZI & PALMENTOLA (1971; 1972; 1974,
1976), FEDERICI (1977; 1979; 1980; 1981), DAMIANI &

PANNUZ! (1978), TAGLIAFERRI (1982), PALMENTOLA &
ACQUAFREDDA (1984), and CAssoL! & Al. (1986). Thesg
authors have reported the presence of deposits that are
related to more than ane glaciation.
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