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There are many papers that report on the
geographical and geomorpholegical research carried out
on karst regions in ltaly in the period from 1900 to 1986
(SABENE, 1964; CASTIGLIONI, 1981; SAURO, 1981A; FORTI &
SAURO, 1985; AA.VV., 1986a).

In the last two decades more attention has been
paid to advancing our knowledge of the geographical and
environmental features of karst areas with the objective
of choosing strategies for their proper management
(AA.VV., 1980; LAURETI, 1980; ULCIGRAI, 1980; AA.VV,,
1982a).

Aspects of the geomorphological evolution of
different karst regions are considered by SAURO (1982) in
general, as they also were during a congress held to
discuss the biogeography of caves in ltaly (AA.VV.,
1882). Other papers deal with the morphodynamics of
some Alpine karst areas (FORTI, 1983; SAURO, 1981b;
Scuro, 1981).

The development of deep karst phenomena in
several areas in ltaly is described by BERTOLANI & RosslI
A. (1972), GRUPPO SPELEOLOGICO EMILIANO (1972), BINI &
VANIN (1974), CACHIA & MAIFREDI (1974), VANIN (1974),
CuccHI & AL. (1975), Bint & AL. (1976), AND Ross! G. &
SAURO (1976). Interconnections with paleoclimates and
paleoenvircnments are clarified in FEDELE(1972), BINI &
GoORI (1976), FoRTI F. & AL. (1978), FREGONESE (1978),
SalA (1980), AGOSTINI & Rossi AGOSTINI (1981), FORTI P.
& AL. (1981), BARTOLOME! & AL. (1982), BINI & PELLEGRINI
(1983), CATTANI & RENAULT-MIskowskI (1984).

A specific meeting and several papers were devoted
to the pre-Quaternary paleogeography of karst areas in
ltaly (BINt & CAPPA, 1977; AA.VV., 1978; BINI & AL., 1978;
CANCIAN, 1981; D'AMBROS!, 1970, 1981; CANCIAN, 1983;
FRASSONI, 1983).

Besides describing aspects of regional geo-
morphology in some karst areas in ltaly, several papers
provide detailed analyses of the relationships existing
between neotectonic phenomena and slope evolution
(SAURO, 1973; LUPIA PALMIERI & ZUPPI, 1977; AGOSTINI,
1979; CoLTORTI, 1981; FEDERICI & AL., 1981; GRASSI &
AL., 1983; GUERRICCHIO, 1982; AGOSTINI, 1983; AGOSTINI
& BORTOLANI, 1983; PRANZINI, 1983).

Detailed studies on the connections existing
between sedimentation, pedogenetic stages, neotec-
tonic evolution, and geamorphology during the Pleisto-
cene have also been carried out (MAGALD! & SAURO, 1982;
|ANNONE & PIERI, 1982; BOENZI & PALMENTOLA, 1982;
BERLASSO & AL., 1985).

Aspects of marine karst are taken into consideration
by CAROBENE & PAsINi (1982) and DAI PRA & OZIER (1985)
in order to reconstruct the environmental and geo-
dynamic evolution of some coastal areas.

FoRrT! and PosPISCHL (1984, 1986), in some
interesting papers, report the results obtained from
paleoseismic analyses using the deviations of stalagmite

growth axes.

A rough evaluation of slope evolution during the
Pleistocene may be extrapolated from the data available
on present-day karst erosion (DAIPRA, 1974; STEFANINI &
AL., 1985; MENEGHEL & AL., 1986; SAURO, 1985).
However, the rate of chemical sedimentation inside
caves has been analyzed only in a few small areas in
ltaly (FORTI, 1982; CuccH! & Al., 1985).

Several other studies on scme specific karst
environments, such as high altitude karst (BALBIANO
D'ARAMENGO & AL., 1977; AA.VV., 1983; GASPARO, 1983),
coastal karst (CAROBENE, 1972), evaporite karst (AA.VV,,
1986b), and igneous rock parakarst (LICITRA, 1977;
AA.VV., 1977), supply information that is useful for
approaching the issue of Quaternary dynamics in karst
areas in ltaly.
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