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Papers on paleopedology by ltalian scientists have
steadily increased in number since 1970: only five
papers are recorded from 1970-1975, nine from 1976-
1980, but nineteen were published in the period from
1981 to 1985. This indicates that the attention given to
paleopedological research is becoming more pronounced
and that the number of scientists dedicated to such
research is becoming greater.

Though few in number, the papers cover a wide
range of topics. New techniques in paleopedology are
proposed in three papers (FERRARI & MAGALDI, 1874;
1983; ARDUINO & AL., 1984). The role of paleopedology in
studies on the Quaternary is discussed in four papers
(OROMBELLI, 1971; MAGALDI, 1979; OROMBELLI & CRE-
MASCHI, 1982; FERRARI & MAGALDI, 1985). Three papers
deal with the stratigraphic and genetic significance of
some pedogenetic features in paleosols (BINI & AL.,
1977; MAGALDI, 1983). In addition, four papers are
devoted to applications of paleopedology in
archeological research and in the study of cave filling
(MAGALDI & RAsPI 1976; CREMASCHI, 1982; BIDINI & AL.,
1983; CREMASCHI, 1984; CREMASCHI & LANZINGER, 1984).

The subjects of other papers are of a more regional
nature. They are concerned with paleosals in loess, till,
and fluvioglacial deposits in northern ltaly and in
fluviatile deposits or erosional surfaces in central ltaly.
The main purpose of these papers is to reconstruct
landscape evolution and its relationship with geo-
morphological dynamics.

The techniques employed include physico-chemical
and mineralogical (clay minerals and heavy minerals)
analyses and micromorphological déscriptions.
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